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THE KING

land deputies representing 

the nobility

THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 

ecclesiastical and 

lay dignitaries

THE SENATE

GENERAL SEJM
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• independent courts (separately 
for burghers, nobility, and peasants 
from former royal estates) 

Judicial power

Executive power • the king and the guardians of the laws 
(a council composed of 5 ministers)

2

3

• a bicameral Sejm (comprising the Chamber 
of Deputies and the Senate), elected 
for a 2-year term,

• voting was conducted by a majority of votes,
• 132 senators and 204 deputies

Legislative power 
1
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5 years

TERM LENGTH 

111 senators

SENATE COMPOSITION 

of 1921

The March 
Constitution

ELECTORAL LAW 
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1989 r.

1947 r.
The Senate was abolished on the basis of falsified results
of the national referendum conducted by the communist 
authorities. 

The Senate was reinstated under the agreements 
of the Round Table.  
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Elections to the Sejm 
and the Senate are 
universal, direct, and secret. 

The Sejm and the Senate 
are elected for a 4-year term.  

The Constitution stipulates 
the number of: 
• deputies elected to 

the Sejm in multi-member 
constituencies (460)

• senators elected to 
the Senate in single-member 
constituencies (100) 

The 1997 
Constitution maintains 
the tripartite division 

of powers into:

legislative, 
executive, 
and judicial 

ELECTORAL LAW
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14th c. 15th c. 1505 1569 1573

1922 1921 1918 1795 1791

1935 1939 1946 1989 1997

The History of Parliament
from the Late Middle Ages
to the Present Day

Royal Council 
at the monarch’s side

The Constitution 
Nihil novi

The First
elective Sejm

The Constitution 
of 3 May

Fall 
of the Polish–Lithuanian 

Commonwealth

Poland regains 
independence 

The March 
Constitution

Restoration 
of the Senate

of the Republic of Poland

The April 
Constitution

Dissolution
of both parliamentary 

chambers

Falsified 
national referendum

Restoration
of the Senate 

of the Republic of Poland 

Constitution 
of the Republic of Poland 

Emergence
of the representative form

of Sejm

The Union of Lublin, formation 
of the Polish–Lithuanian 

Commonwealth 
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